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Study Rationale:
Improved Loblolly Pine Genetics

1 1.2 billion loblolly pine
seedlings planted annually.
are genetically improved

Source: McKeand et al. 2003, SJAF

Range of loblolly pine



Study Rationale:
Benefits of Tree Improvement Programs

Normal 1st gen. 2"d gen. Controlled  Tested
O.P. O.P. Cross Clones

Source: Martin et al. 2005, Southern Journal of Applied Forestry



Study Rationale

1 Clonal propagation can dramatically
Improve plantation growth and proportion
of trees of top grade

1 Trees from eastern families can out-grow
trees from western families even when
planted in the western part of the loblolly
pine range



