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BACK TO THE BASICS REGARDING THE BASIS FOR FORESTRY 

PRESCRIPTIONSð WHAT IS UNDER THE UMBRELLA? 



LANDOWNERS OBJECTIVES 

òThe fundamental driver for prescriptions 



LANDOWNERõS OBJECTIVES  

òThe landownerõs objectives drive our 

prescription 

éRecreational? 

éWildlife? ð what species? 

ðQuail, deer, turkey, neo-tropical song bird watching ð it 

makes a difference 

éFinancial? 

ðIncome?  How much, when? 

ðLeave a legacy? 



LANDOWNER OBJECTIVES - CONTINUED 

ò Desire to produce specific products? 
é Saw timber?  What kind?   

ð Dimension? 

ð High grade? 

ð How about poles? 

é Pulpwood? 

é Energy ? 

é All of the above? 

ò Exit Strategy? 
é None - manage in perpetuity? 

é Grow a crop, harvest and sell the land? 
ð Target end market for land 

÷ Timberland  

÷ Farm and Ranch 

÷ Residential 



LANDOWNERS OBJECTIVES 

òA hypothetical case. 

éA landowner retains you to develop a management plan 
for his managed Loblolly pine forest on the banks of a 
beautiful water way across from a populated area.  The 
stand is currently a heavily stocked Loblolly Pine 
Plantation and has achieved sufficient size to market 
as fiber.  After a couple of meetings to fully understand 
the landowners objectives you realize maximizing near 
term income is very important.  You also understand, 
because you asked, that the landowner is only 
interested in managing his forest long-term if it is the 
solution that makes him the most money.  



LANDOWNERS OBJECTIVES 

òSoééé. 

 

 

òHow did they decide to thin this one? 

 

éAny guesses? 



LANDOWNERS OBJECTIVES 



LANDOWNERS OBJECTIVES 

òAn extreme example, but not that rare 

 

òYes, that is a Bald Eagle perched in that 
Cypress ð sure wish I had a zoom! 

 

òThe value of this example is to reinforce just 
how influential the landowners objectives can 
be on management recommendations and how 
important it is that Foresters invest the energy 
to understand them. 



THINNING MANAGED LOBLOLLY PINE STANDS 

òFor the balance of the discussion weõll assume 

the landownerõs objective is to manage the 

land long term, harvest a crop of average or 

better quality saw timber at the end of the 

rotation and plant another stand after harvest. 



THINNING MANAGED LOBLOLLY PINE STANDS 

ò Keep the stand adequately stocked throughout the 
rotation 

éMaintain enough crown(foliage) to drive vigorous trees, 
consistent diameter growth and quality fiber for lumber 

ð Too may trees will result in many individuals competing for available 
sunlight, H2O and nutrients thereby resulting in slow diameter 
growth and stressed trees 

÷ Stress = susceptibility to  disease and insect attack 

÷ Small diameter = relatively low value and lower return on investment 

ðNot enough trees results in underutilization of the site and poor 
quality saw timber 

÷ Higher taper, more and bigger limbs(knots on boards) and longer retention 
of dead lower limbs (more and bigger dead knots on boards) 



THINNING MANAGED PINE STANDS 

òToo many trees 

éMore is not always betteréééé.. 



THINNING MANAGED LOBLOLLY PINE STANDS 

As much as we try to prescribe treatments to avoid this,  

It happens and must be dealt withééé  


